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▪ ANTI-TRUST STATEMENT

▪ RE-CAP

▪ PFAS ECHA/SEAC CONSULTATION PROCESS

▪ F-GAS EU REGULATIONS

▪ FOR AND AGAINST PARTICIPATION

▪ OPEN FORUM TO PROPOSE A WG ACTION PLAN 

▪ ACTION PLAN SUMMARY
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AGENDA:
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RECAP
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2023:  EU’s REACH PFAS restriction formally initiated

  ECHA published restriction proposal of about 10,000 substances including

  F-gases, PTFE Sealing, Electronics, Insulation

  Public consultation (5600 responses)  

2023 – 2025: ECHA review process

2025:  Published proposed restrictions

2026:  SEAC Public consultation

2026-2030? EU Commission regulatory process

Nb.  Other countries also engaged in various processes for PFAS restrictions

REACH: Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals

ECHA: European Chemical Agency

SEAC: Socio Economics Analysis Committee



▪ Respond to questions posed by ECHA/SEAC

▪ Feedback entered directly into the question fields

▪ Provide availability and feasibility of alternatives

▪ Attachments not permitted

▪ Consultation is open to all interested parties, including industry representatives, non-governmental 
organisations, researchers and members of the public. 

▪ ECHA to confirm precise start date in March 2026.
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PFAS: ECHA/SEAC CONSULTATION

4



c

COA Refrigerant Webinar 01.2026

SEAC CONSULTATION QUESTIONS (EXAMPLE 1.21) 
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SEAC CONSULTATION QUESTIONS (Example 1.23) 
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SEAC CONSULTATION QUESTIONS (EXAMPLE 1.29) 
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PFAS: ECHA REPORT OR PROPOSALS - 2025 
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▪ ECHA 2025 Background Document (Annex XV)

▪ Organised by sector categories.

▪ Annex A addresses F-Gas by sector applications and corresponding derogations tables.  



▪ Laboratory test and measurement equipment

▪ Centrifuges

▪ HVACR equipment

▪ Refrigerants (and related F-gases) used in transport applications, e.g.

▪ mobile air-conditioning and heat pump systems in vehicles

▪ transport refrigeration other than marine applications

▪ Maintenance and refilling of existing HVACR and related equipment

▪ Other - fire suppressing agents, insulating gases and more

▪ Nb: each item has proposed timelines and derogations
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PFAS: ANNEX A: F-GAS SECTOR APPLICATIONS
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PFAS USE MAPPING 
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Focus F-Gas

Restrictions also apply to PFAS in Insulation, Electronics, Seals & Gaskets

▪https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/17091/pfas_use-mapping_annex_to_guidance_for_respondents_en.pdf/e242dcf0-0aab-2619-234e-

09445bb181c5?t=1765893415372



▪ Quota limits continue beyond 2030, zero HFCs from 2050.

▪ Ban on equipment where alternatives exist (e.g., domestic refrigerators, chillers, foams, 
aerosols).

▪ No explicit F-Gas phase-out dates for transport refrigeration (refrigerated cargo trucks, trailers, 
intermodal reefers)

▪ Mobile refrigeration addressed in operational obligations (leak checks, certification, 
containment) under Article 5

▪ Regulatory milestone – EU assessment by 1 July 2027 (Article 35(3)) might lead to future 

legislative proposals to include mobile refrigeration and fixed prohibition/phase-out dates.
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F-GAS REGULATION (EU) 2024/573 
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PFAS: ANNEX A: F-GAS REGULATION (EU) 2024/573

Application Proposed Derogation / Phase-out Timing

Refrigerants in low-temp refrigeration (<-50 

°C)
Up to 6.5 years after entry into force (EiF)

Refrigerants in lab test & measurement 

equipment
Up to 13.5 years after EiF

Refrigerants in refrigerated centrifuges Up to 13.5 years after EiF

Refrigerants in HVACR buildings (with safety 

code restrictions)
Indefinite (derogation remains)

Refrigerants for maintenance & refilling of 

existing units

Indefinite space to accommodate legacy 

equipment put on market before constraints

Refrigerants in vehicle HVAC & heat pump 

systems

Variable: 6.5 years for electric vehicles; 13.5 

years for other vehicles under the draft scheme

Other fluorinated gas uses (e.g., insulating 

gases)

Typically 6.5 years after EiF or per application’s 
timeline

These timelines define how long the use of PFAS, including F-gases, can continue after the 

restriction enters into force—effectively acting as the phase-out schedule/proposal in the 

restriction report.



▪ EU F-Gas regulations - applicability to international shipping reefers?

▪ Companies should review the relevance and obligation to the EU legislation to their specific 
circumstances 

▪ Temporary import (max 24-mth) (Article 553) 

▪ “Containers may be used in internal traffic before being re-exported, however they may be used only 
once during each stay in a member state” (Article 557) 

▪ F-Gas restriction affects reefer servicing in EU

▪ EEC 2454/93 dated 07.1993 Chapter 5 Subsection 1.2 

▪ Freight containers for maritime use - Article 557 - Subsection 1.2 
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EU REGULATIONS FOR TEMPORARY IMPORT AND EXPORT OF 

FREIGHT CONTAINERS
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▪ Chemical Week – Weekly newsletter 17.01.26
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EU POLITICAL INFLUENCE 
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▪ Create a strategy for Industry to lobby their national MEPs? 



▪ EU F-Gas regulation in place - PFAS unlikely to contradict

▪ International reefers that operate under customs seal - outside scope of ECHA/SEAC

▪ SEAC prescribed questions unlikely to address international reefers

▪ Maintain a low profile and not draw regulatory attention to international reefers

▪ Similar F-gas restrictions proposed/in force in other countries/regions 

▪ F-gas phase-out is a fact.

▪ Faced with the resources of opposition – what could COA achieve?
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AGAINST: TAKING PART IN THE CONSULTATION
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▪ Draw attention to the regulatory harm to unique international reefer trade

▪ Seek to alleviate the effects of the restriction on servicing reefers in Europe

▪ Response to SEAC prescribed questions could be construed to address international reefers

▪ Nothing to be lost by taking part
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FOR: PARTICIPATION IN THE CONSULTATION
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THANK YOU
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