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Dear COA Members

Firstly, on behalf of the COA Board, I’d like to 
express my gratitude to all COA Members for 
their continued support and commitment to the 
Organisation. Your continued engagement in the 
work that we are doing - to promote Industry 
Standards, Safety, Efficiency and Sustainability - is 
very much appreciated.

This new COA Journal is an opportunity for us to 
update Members on the plans and projects being 
undertaken by the Container Owners Association 
this year. If you need further information, please 
feel free to contact the COA Secretariat.

The next COA event is the Intermodal Asia 
exhibition in Shanghai, where we will be 
organising our Container Pavilion - when we 
hope to meet as many Members as possible.

Thank you once again for your support, and I 
look forward to a productive and rewarding year 
ahead.

Paul Johnescu
Chairman
Container Owners Association

Intermodal Asia 2024 takes place from Wednesday 22 
to Friday 24 May. Further information about the event 
on: www.intermodal-asia.com  

The COA invites its Members and Industry Colleagues 
to visit the COA Pavilion during the exhibition. 
Refreshments will be served throughout the event - 
please come by the stand, you will be very welcome.

Acknowledging the COA Stand Sponsors in Shanghai

The COA gratefully acknowledges the support of its 
Members who are sponsoring the COA Stand at 
Intermodal Asia:

▪ Compact Container Systems
▪ Blue Sky Intermodal
▪ CS Leasing
▪ Global Container International

VISIT THE COA STAND AT 
INTERMODAL ASIA, SHANGHAI:
22-24 MAY 2024



JOINT INDUSTRY GUIDELINES 
FOR CLEANING CONTAINERS 
COA has been contributing to a review of the 
“Joint Industry Guidelines for Cleaning of 
Containers”, for the control and prevention of 
pest contamination of containers. . 

The latest update of the Joint Industry Guidelines 
for the Cleaning of Containers, published in 2023, 
was warmly received by regulators and industry, 
and has become a valued source of guidance 
when it comes to preventing pest contamination. 

The 2024 update provides further detail on the 
concept of custodial responsibility – the 
inspections and measures that each party in the 
supply chain should undertake when the 
container is in their custody, as well as the 
requirement for the receiving party to inform the 
tenderer if the container or its cargo has any 
visible pest contamination.

Existing container damage inspection and repair 
criteria is also being amended to incorporate 
pest cleaning guidance.

To download a copy of the Guidelines, click on 
this link: CLEANING CONTAINERS GUIDELINES.

CEDEX SYNTAX
WORK GROUP
The COA Syntax Work 
Group reports that it is 
making good progress – 
Version 1.1 was released a 
week or two ago, there is a 
link to the details on this 
page of the website:

https://www.containerownersassociation.com/
technical-resource/cedex-administration-facility/

REEFER TELEMATICS UDM –
REVISION AND UPDATE PLANNED
COA Reefer Telematics Work Group published a 
Unified Data Model and continue to develop 
enhancements. 

The Work Group is still active – with a revision 
planned for the coming months.

COA REFRIGERANT WEBINAR: 
PRESENTATIONS AVAILABLE
The COA recently organised a Webinar focusing on 
Refrigerants for container reefer machinery. During the 
Webinar, there was discussion about options for new 
generation gases and a review of R1234yf. Further COA 
webinars on alternatives gases are planned.

Members may download the presentations, which were 
given by MCI and Cambridge Refrigeration Technology. 
Click on this link: COA REFRIGERANTS

The webinars follow the publication of the TG-08 Reefer 
Container Regulatory Issues Concerning Refrigerant F-
Gases. Click on this link to download:

https://www.containerownersassociation.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/03/TG-08-Reefer-Containers-
Regulatory-Issues-Concerning-Refrigerant-F-Gases.pdf

www.containerownersassociation.com



INTERMODAL EUROPE, ROTTERDAM: 
12-14 NOVEMBER 2024
The COA is now making plans for the “COA Container 
Pavilion” at the Intermodal Europe 2024 Exhibition, 
taking place in Rotterdam from 12-14 November.  

Please find below details about the “Welcome to 
Rotterdam” reception on Monday 11 November, 
together with information about  Sponsorship 
opportunities and the special room rate available to 
Member at the Rotterdam Hilton Hotel.

Welcome to Rotterdam Reception
Monday 11 November
Once again, the COA will be organising a Welcome 
Reception on the evening before the Intermodal Europe 
exhibition. The Reception will take place at the 
Rotterdam Hilton Hotel, commencing at 18:00. Further 
details, together with Registration Link, will be 
circulated next month.

COA Container Pavilion - Stand Sponsors 
With 11 confirmed Sponsors of the COA Pavilion, the 
Stand will be busier than ever. Thank you to the 
following Members for their support:

▪ Blue Sky Intermodal
▪ Bureau Veritas
▪ Compact Container Systems
▪ CS Leasing
▪ Global Container International
▪ GuangDong BestCon Inteligent Equipment
▪ Intermodal Portal
▪ Neoflex Logistics Services
▪ Noble Container Leasing
▪ Suraloc Transportation Equipment Components
▪ Taicang Saejin Container Components

Two Sponsorship Places still available
There are two sponsorship places still available – if your 
company would like to be a sponsor of the Stand, 
please contact Kate at the COA Secretariat 
(kate@containerownersassociation.org) .

Special Room Rates at the Rotterdam Hilton
The COA has arranged a special rate for Members 
wishing to stay at the Rotterdam Hilton. To take 
advantage of it, please booking on this link:  
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/
containerownersassociation/

As some hotels in Rotterdam sell out during Intermodal 
week, we strongly recommend that you book as soon 
as possible. 

IPPC SYMPOSIUM ON CONTAINER 
DESIGN DEVELOPMENTS
As part of the COA initiative to support IPPC 
(International Plant Protection Convention Sea 
Containers Task Force), the COA is co-organising 
a Symposium in Rotterdam on Monday 11 
November, the day before Intermodal Europe 
2024. It will be organised in conjunction with the 
IPPC, the World Shipping Council and BIC.

Entitled “Optimizing Container Design to 
Mitigate Risks of Pest Contamination in the 
International Containerized Supply Chain”, 
the Symposium will study a range of matters 
relating to container design, including ways to 
reduce crevices that are not easily cleaned and 
might harbour pest infestations.

The symposium has two primary objectives:

▪ to develop actionable strategies for achieving
the specific recommendations identified in
CPM Recommendation 06, i.e. the
recommendation related to cracks, gaps and
crevices; the recommendation to use light-
coloured coatings for undercarriages; and the
recommendation to cease the use of bitumastic
undercarriage coatings in new production.

▪ to collectively consider and formulate other
actionable design proposals, such as
improvements to the design of the
undercarriage and of vents, which can
contribute to further risk reduction.

To view the Invitation Letter from the IPPC, with 
Registration details, click on this link:
IPPC SYMPOSIUM

www.containerownersassociation.com



COA FLEXITANKS – QUALITY 
CONFORMANCE SCHEME 
The COA provides the “COA Quality Conformance 
(CQC)” scheme for flexitank container combinations. 

COA Members who conform to the scheme are 
displayed on the Flexitank Quality List which is available 
for viewing on the COA Website - and is used by 
Carriers as part of their risk assessment procedures.

CQC requires the flexitank manufacturer and operator 
to comply with 5 audits: 

▪ ISO9001 Management
▪ ISO 14001 Environmental Management
▪ Installation and Training Guidance
▪ Material Tests
▪ Rail Impact Test.

With the aim of continued improvement of the process, 
both COA Flexitank Company Members and Container 
Carriers are welcome to submit proposals to develop 
CQC.

COA COATINGS WEBINAR PLANNED
The COA is now planning a Webinar focusing on 
Container Coatings. Details of the Webinar will 
be published in the coming weeks - it will focus 
on powder coatings to containers. 

Companies that would like to assist with the 
webinar and present a topic, are requested to 
contact the COA Secretariat.

www.containerownersassociation.com

ISO CONTAINER STANDARDS – 
MEMBERS INVOLVEMENT
The COA participates in ISO TC 104-SC2 containers.

Any COA Member interested in participating in the 
development of ISO Container Standards - or have 
comments about the Standards - is welcome to contact 
the COA (contact details below).

Various reviews and updates of existing standards are 
underway, as follows:

▪ ISO 1496-5:2018 Platform and platform-based 
containers - Specification and testing

▪ ISO 1496-3 Tank containers for liquids, gases and 
pressurized dry bulk - Specification and testing

▪ ISO/CD 1161 Corner and intermediate fittings
▪ ISO 5942 Bamboo-wood composite for container 

flooring

About the COA

The Container Owners Association was 
established in November 2004 as an 
international organisation representing the 
common interests of owners and operators of 
intermodal freight containers. 

The principle aims of the COA are to provide a 
global forum and expertise, to promote common 
standards, safety and the environmental benefits 
of freight containers.

Further information and contact details:

▪ General Secretary: 
secretary@containerownersassociation.org

▪ Technical Secretary: 
technical@containerownerssociation.org

▪ Events/Membership: 
kate@containerownersassociation.org

Website: www.containerownersassociation.com 


